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Voices that Matter: 

Kurdish Women and the Dilemmas of Representation in Contemporary Turkey 

Kurdish women have captured unprecedented global attention as combatants deployed at frontlines in Syria, 

Iraq and Turkey. In much public discourse, these women are portrayed as unexpectedly yet courageously 

defying their own society’s putative attempts at silencing them. Kurdish women, it is alleged, are finally 

“raising their voices.” Rather than judging whether Kurdish women have finally acquired voice or are still 

being silenced, this series of lectures questions the commonplace association between silence and repression, 

voice and agency. Instead, focusing on the struggles of Kurdish female singers, poets and women’s activists 

to raise their voices in eastern Turkey, the lectures ask how the voice has become such a central site for 

determining Middle Eastern women’s empowerment and agency, and how this animates the voice as a 

powerful nexus of governmental control and intervention, subaltern desire and resistance. 
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Thursday, 13 May (Week 3) Voicing Affect 

Thursday, 20 May (Week 4) Voicing the Self 

Thursday, 27 May (Week 5) Claiming Voice 

Thursday, 3 June (Week 6) Public Voice 

 

All lectures will take place at 5 p.m. on Microsoft Teams (links are embedded in the titles) 

Open to the public, all welcome 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzQ1MjAzMGItNmI4OC00NWExLTllZjktMWNmNWY2NDhlYWJk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cc95de1b-97f5-4f93-b4ba-fe68b852cf91%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22af3269cd-5b1d-4015-a927-7a459d2df3a7%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzhmMzBlNTktYzcwNC00Y2Y2LTlhMDQtNzYxMGM1NGYxMmFk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cc95de1b-97f5-4f93-b4ba-fe68b852cf91%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22af3269cd-5b1d-4015-a927-7a459d2df3a7%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGE5MzkzZWQtYzJkOC00YzkxLWJlNWUtMTVhMzM2NmVhMjdh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cc95de1b-97f5-4f93-b4ba-fe68b852cf91%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22af3269cd-5b1d-4015-a927-7a459d2df3a7%22%7d
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