CLASSICAL STUDIES I

Candidates should answer THREE questions,
ONE from Section A, and TWO from Section B

SECTION A

Answers to Question 1 will be marked on both accuracy and elegance of the translation.
Answers to Questions 2 and 3 should display close knowledge of, respectively, primary non-
textual material and of the relevant historical and cultural context.

EITHER:
1. Translate ONE of the following passages into English:
(A)

Baooapideg, katl devpo xopevoate, duopeveéwv d&
ktelvate BaoPaoa LA, kat £yxeot pifate OVEoOULG,
HiEate xal Ewpéeoot kat 0Adog dvti Toamélng
OAATILYE €YQeKVOOLUOG Holg ZaTtvolot YevéoOw 170
TINKTIC €ur)” xAoeor) d¢ katatypudlovoa odr)oov
dovpATA VIKNOELEV AKAXHUEVA PUAAXS OTION!

avti d¢ vukteAlolo xopootaoing Atovooov

AVAOG EUOG POEYEOLTO ETATQOTIOV DUVOV EVLOUG,
tePvoov Boopioo Atmwv Emdoemiov NXw. 175
el pev épot yovu dovAov DmorAtvetev Yd&omng

unode maAwv Bakyolwot maAtykotov oldpa kogvoot),
géooopat evAvTNTOC, OAoV O€ ol dyAaov UdWE

XeVpaoL Anvalowov &g VoV otvov apeipw,

TELXWV Aapa €e00a, Katl ayoLddog Adgov DANg 180
HLTOWOW TETAAOLOL Kol AUTTEAOEVTA TEAEOOTW"

el d¢ TAALY mEoXoN oLV dAeEkAroloty apnEet

Tvdoig ktevopévolot kat viét Anotadnt,

AVOQOPUT|G KEQOETTAV EXWV TOTAUT O HoQpNV,
XEVHA YEPLEWOAVTES DTTEQPLAAOL TTOTAHOLO 185
txyveowv apeéxtoloty 6devoate diprov HdwWO,

Kat youvi Papabw natéwv avxuneov Yoaonnv
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1teCog OVLE elIMMOG €mIEVOELE KOVINV.

€L 0¢ moAvmTolnTog dpetpavéwv eopog Tvdwv
atfeptov Paébovtog ATMOOTOEOG €0TL YeVEOANG 190
kal PaéBwv mMuEdEcOAV EUOL OTNOELEV EVLW,
Ouyatéog KepdeoTAV £NC WOLVA YEQALIQWYV,

YvwTov €pov Kpovidao maAty @aebovtidl xaoun

TOVTIOV DOATOEVTA TTLEOG OECTNEA KOQUOOW

NONNUS, Dionysiaca 27. 167-94

(B)

KQTO TOUTO OOV TEOS avtnv TV 0dAacoav xworjoag étafe tovg OmMAlTac wg
elpfwv, v dvvNTaL, KAl TaQekeAeVLOATO TOLADE. "AVOQEC Ol ELVAQAUEVOL TOVOE TOV
KLvOLUVOL, pndelg VRV €v T Towxde avaykn Euvetog PouvAécOw dokelv eival,
EKAOYLLOHEVOG ATIOV TO TLEQLETTOG TUAS OELVOV, HAAAOV 1) ATEQLOKETTWS EVEATIG
OpO0e XWENOAL TOIG EVavTIo KAl €K TOUTWV AV TEQLYEVOUEVOS. 0o YaQ &G
AVAYKNV AQIKTAL WOTEQ TADE, AOYLOHOV TKIOTA €VOEXOUEVA, KLVOUVOL TOU
taXloTov EoodelTaL. £yw O Kal T TAElw 0QW TEOS NUWV OVIQR, )V €0EAWHEV Ve
petval kal pr) o mANR0el avtwv katanAayévteg o DTAQXOVTA MUV KQeloow
KATATIQOO0V VAL TOV TE YAQ XWELOL TO dLTéuPatov Nuétepov Vouilw, O HeEVOVTWV
HEV UV EOppa)OV YiyveTal, Doxwonoaot d¢ kaimep xaAemov Ov evmoov €otatl
HNOEVOC KWAVOVTOG, Kal TOV MOAEULIOV detvOTeQov EEopeV Un) Qadiag avT® TAALY
oVUOoNG NG AvaxwENoews, NV kat Ve’ Nuwv Pralntar &ni yae tals vavol gaotol
elowv apvveoBat, AmoPavteg O’ év e low No1. 10 Te MATN00C avTWV OVK dyav del
@ofelofar kat OALyov YOO HoXelTal KALTeQ MOAD OV AToQix TNG TEOTOQUITEWS,
KAl OUK €V YN 01eaTog 0TV €k TOL Opolov pellwv, AAA" &0 vewv, aig mMOAAX t&
kalowx del v 1) OaAaoon Lvppnvat @wote TAC TOUVTWV ATOQLAC AVTLTIAAOLG
nyovpat @ NMuetéow mANOeL, kat dpa afiw vuag, AOnvaiovg Ovtag kal
ETUOTAUEVOLG EUTTELQLY TIV VAVTIKNV €70 dAAovg améBaaoty Oty el Tig bmopévor kal
U1 @OBw Go0iov kat vewv detvdtnTog KatatAov DoXwWEOLr), oUk &v Ttote Brilotto,
KAl abTOLG VOV PELval Te Kol AUVOREVOUS T avTV TV 0axiav owletv DUAG Te
avTOLG Kal TO Xwelov.’

THUCYDIDES 4. 9-10
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OR:

2. Answer ONE of the following questions:

(©)

The photograph shows the ancient theatre of Sparta before extensive (ongoing)
intervention to restore it for use. What do you see as the main academic and ethical
challenges in a project like this?
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(D)



OR:
3. Comment on ONE of the following passages:
(E)

Emtedn xoonyog kateotdOnv eic OapynAx kat éAaxov IavtakAéa ddxokaAov
kat Kekpomida puAnv mpog ) éuavtov, [tovtéott ) Epex0ndy,] éxooryouv wg
AQLOTA  EDLVAUNV Kol OKAOTATA. KAL TEWTOV HEV dATKAAElOV  <i>TV
ETTNOEOTATOV TNG €UNG OlKlag Kateokevaoa, €v @meQ Kat Awovvoiolg Ote
£X0Q1YOULV &ddaoKOoV" ETEITA TOV XOQOV OLVEAEEX WG EDLVAUNV AQLOTR, OUTE
Nuuoag ovdéva olte évéxvoa Pla @éowv ot dmexOavouevog ovdevi, dAA’
OTEQ AV MOLOTA KAL ETUITNOELOTATA AUPOTEQOLS EYLYVETO, £YW HEV EKEAEVOV Kal
NTovUNy, oL O’ €kOVTeC Kal PovAdpevol émeprov. Emel d¢ 1kov ol maideg, mMEWToV
HEV poL doxoAla NV mapelvat kat EmpeAelofar ETVyxave YaQ Hot TodyHata Ovia
neog Apwotiwva kat PAtvov, & €yw meQL MOAAOL €molovuny, ETeldr)TteQ
elonyyetda, 000ws kat dukaiwg dmodet&at ) BovAT) kat tolg dAAolg ABnvalolc. éyw
HEV 0DV TOUTOLS TIQOOELXOV TOV VOUV, katéotnoa d¢ érupeAeiofatl, el Tt d0éol T
X00w, PavdoTeatov, dNUOTNV HEV TOLTWVL TWV DWKOVTWY, KNOEOTHV O’ UavTov,
@ &yw d€dwka TNV Buyatépa, Kal NEOLY AVTOV <WS> AQLOTA ETIEAEITOAL.

ANTIPHON, On the Choreutes 11-12
(F)

Oeov. T[V]xav dyaO4&[Vv].

én[kowvovtat Tot K[o]Jokvoa[iot Tt At twt]
Naowt kat tat A[aovat tivika [0]ewv [1)]
Nowwv Ovov[tlec kat evx[6]puevo<r>
opovoolev &[m]i twyaOov

LOTHE, Lamelles oraculaires 3 (Dodona, ca. 400-350 BCE)

Oeol. toxav ayabav. émucowvntal Evav-

000¢ kal & yuva twt Atet Tt Nawt kat tat At-
wval vt ka Oe@v 1) oWV 1) dALUOVWV
gvXOpevoL Kal OvovTteg Awov kal ApELVo-

V TIQAOCOOLEV Kol aUTOL KAl & 0lkNOLS KAt VOV
Kal (g TOV ATtavta XQOVOoV.

LOTHE, Lamelles oraculaires 7 (Dodona, ca. 300-167 BCE)
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SECTION B

4. Why have the Iliad and the Odyssey survived in their entirety when no other archaic
epics have?

5. ‘In the ancient Greek world the transmission of songs is inextricably linked to their
reception.” Discuss.

6. ‘Greek bucolic poetry is ultimately escapist.” Do you agree?

7. Are slaves underrepresented in Greek literature?

8. How might Thucydides have concluded his History had he survived to complete it?
9. Who composed Greek verse inscriptions and why?

10. What are the benefits and shortcomings of a quantitative approach to the
canonisation of Greek authors?

11. Does the cognitive turn within Greek studies offer anything to ‘literary’ readers?
12. ‘Performing erudition is all that there is in the texts of the Second Sophistic.” Is it?
13. Which narratives of cultural change work best for the Hellenistic poleis?

14. In what sense, if any, was the Ptolemaic kingdom “Egyptian’?

15. Is “‘Mediterranisation” a helpful way of analysing ancient Greek society?

16. Is the distinction between literary and documentary texts in papyrology useful?
17. What were local Greek alphabets for?

18. Did Classical Greek ever exist?

19. Did urban planning exist in the ancient Greek world?

20. How well did the post-403 BCE Athenian democracy integrate those who had been
part of the “city party’?

21. Should we consider the Presocratics thinkers to be philosophers, religious sages,
natural scientists or something else?
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22. What did the ancient Greeks mean by asebeia?

23. Were divination and magic two different sides of the same coin in the ancient
world?

24. Would you prefer to live in Plato’s or Aristotle’s polis? Why?

25. Why was Plato so fond of myths?

25. Did the ancient Greeks have an idea of progress?

26. Where are we heading in the ritual/belief debate in the study of Greek religion?
27. What is a sanctuary?

28. Did slaves in ancient Greece participate in the private and public honour-system?
29. Why do no forensic speeches survive before Antiphon?

30. “The Hellenic world of the Roman Empire was part and parcel of the Jewish
experience, no alien setting or foreign intrusion” (ERIC GRUEN). Do you agree?

31. Who were the sycophants really?

32. Why choose the stoichedon style for an inscription?

33. Why did Christian authors make so much of the status of pagan writers?
34. What was the impact of international trade on Bronze Age Aegean society?
35. How can we reliably reconstruct ancient manufacturing techniques?

36. What is the contribution of bio-archaeology to our understanding of the ancient
Greek world?

37. What is the future of archaeological survey?

38. What do we know about the lives of women in Greece before 800 BCE?

[END]



CLASSICAL STUDIES II

Candidates should answer THREE questions,
ONE from Section A, and TWO from Section B

SECTION A

Answers to Question 1 will be marked on both accuracy and elegance of the translation.
Answers to Questions 2 and 3 should display close knowledge of, respectively, primary non-
textual material and of the relevant historical and cultural context.

EITHER:
1. Translate ONE of the following passages into English:
(A)

Visa diu felix, mater modo dicta Neronum,
iam tibi dimidium nominis huius abest;
iam legis in Drusum miserabile, Livia, carmen,
unum qui dicat iam tibi mater habes,
nec tua te pietas distendit amore duorum, 5
Nec posito fili nomine dicis uter?
Et quisquam leges audet tibi dicere flendi?
Et quisquam lacrimas temperat ore tuas?
Ei mihi, quam facile est, quamvis hic contigit omnes,
alterius luctu fortia verba loqui: 10
‘Scilicet exiguo percussa es fulminis ictu,
fortior ut possis cladibus esse tuis.’
Occidit exemplum iuvenis venerabile morum:
maximus ille armis, maximus ille toga.
Ille modo eripuit latebrosas hostibus Alpes 15
et titulum belli dux duce fratre tulit:
ille genus Suevos acre indomitosque Sicambros
contudit inque fugam barbara terga dedit,
ignotumque tibi meruit, Romane, triumphum,
protulit in terras imperiumque novas. 20
Solvere vota Iovi fatorum ignara tuorum,
mater, et armiferae solvere vota deae
gradivumque patrem donis implere parabas
et quoscumque coli est iusque piumque deos,
maternaque sacros agitabas mente triumphos, 25
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forsitan et curae iam tibi currus erat.
Funera pro sacris tibi sunt ducenda triumphis

et tumulus Drusum pro Iovis arce manet.
Fingebas reducem praeceptaque mente fovebas

gaudia et ante oculos iam tibi victor erat: 30
‘lam veniet, iam me gratantem turba videbit,

iam mihi pro Druso dona ferenda meo’.

PSEUDO-OVID, Epicedium Drusi, 1-32

(B)

Igitur Seianus maturandum ratus deligit venenum, quo paulatim inrepente fortuitus
morbus adsimularetur. Id Druso datum per Lygdum spadonem, ut octo post annos
cognitum est. Ceterum Tiberius per omnis valetudinis eius dies, nullo metu an ut
firmitudinem animi ostentaret, etiam defuncto necdum sepulto, curiam ingressus est.
Consulesque sede vulgari per speciem maestitiae sedentis honoris locique admonuit,
et effusum in lacrimas senatum victo gemitu simul oratione continua erexit: —Non
quidem sibi ignarum posse argui, quod tam recenti dolore subierit oculos senatus: vix
propinquorum adloquia tolerari, vix diem aspici a plerisque lugentium. Neque illos
inbecillitatis damnandos: se tamen fortiora solacia e complexu rei publicae petivisse.
Miseratusque Augustae extremam senectam, rudem adhuc nepotum et vergentem
aetatem suam, ut Germanici liberi, unica praesentium malorum levamenta,
inducerentur petivit. Egressi consules firmatos adloquio adulescentulos deductosque
ante Caesarem statuunt. Quibus adprensis “Patres conscripti, hos” inquit “orbatos
parente tradidi patruo ipsorum precatusque sum, quamquam esset illi propria
suboles, ne secus quam suum sanguinem foveret, attolleret, sibique et posteris
conformaret. Erepto Druso preces ad vos converto disque et patria coram obtestor:
Augusti pronepotes, clarissimis maioribus genitos, suscipite, regite, vestram
meamgque vicem explete. Hi vobis, Nero et Druse, parentum loco. Ita nati estis, ut bona
malaque vestra ad rem publicam pertineant.”

TACITUS, Annales 4. 8
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OR:

2. Answer ONE of the following questions:

(©)

Over 1,000 victims of the AD 79 eruption of Vesuvius have been located at Pompeii.
What research questions would you ask of the different kinds of remains preserved,
and how would you confront the academic and ethical challenges of displaying this
material to the public?

(D)

Assess the impact of climate change on archaeological research in Roman Britain.
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OR:
3. Comment on ONE of the following passages:
(E)

Videtis igitur magistratus hanc esse vim, ut praesit praescribatque recta et utilia et
coniuncta cum legibus. ut enim magistratibus leges, ita populo praesunt magistratus,
vereque dici potest magistratum legem esse loquentem, legem autem mutum
magistratum. nihil porro tam aptum est ad ius condicionemque naturae (quod cum
dico, legem a me dici intellegi volo) quam imperium; sine quo nec domus ulla nec
civitas nec gens nec hominum universum genus stare nec rerum natura omnis nec ipse
mundus potest; nam et hic deo paret, et huic oboediunt maria terraeque, et hominum
vita iussis supremae legis obtemperat. [...] quoniam leges damus liberis populis,
quaeque de optima re publica sentiremus, in sex libris ante diximus,
accommodabimus hoc tempore leges ad illum, quem probamus, civitatis statum.
magistratibus igitur opus est, sine quorum prudentia ac diligentia esse civitas non
potest, quorumque descriptione omnis rei publicae moderatio continetur. neque
solum iis praescribendus est imperandi, sed etiam civibus obtemperandi modus.

CICERO, De legibus 3.2-3, 5

(F)

Hic stigmata aeterna Actae libertae scripta sunt venenariae et perfidae dolosae duri
pectoris. clavom et restem sparteam ut sibi collum alliget et picem candentem pectus
malum commurat suum. manumissa grati(i)s secuta adulterum patronum circum
scripsit et ministros ancillam et puerum lecto iacenti patrono abduxit ut animo
desponderet solus relictus spoliatus senex. e<t> Hymno [e]ade(m) sti<g>m<a>ta
secutis Zosimum.

CIL 6.20905 (Rome, 1%t CE)
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SECTION B

4. What was Virgil’s concept of history?

5. A Horatian ode ‘does not meditate or introspect but exhorts, questions, invites,
consoles, prays and orders’ (M. HUBBARD and R. NISBET). Discuss.

5. Why was epistolography among the most popular genres in the imperial period?

6. Which offer a better insight into Seneca’s worldview, his prose works or his tragedies?
7. How do Plautus and Terence portray their mute characters?

8. Was there a Latin Second Sophistic?

9. Was authorship important in the ancient world?

10. Why did the Roman world not produce its own Sappho?

11. How did Roman writers conceptualise Latinitas?

12. Why do we rarely include Christian writers in the Roman literary canon?

13. “Autobiography and theology sit uneasily together in Augustine’s Confessions.
Discuss.

14. When did the Roman empire become a ‘cosmopolitan empire’ and why?

15. Were the Romans interested in Greek knowledge before they conquered Greece?

16. Did slaves participate in Roman religion?

17. Can the study of ancient Roman economy teach something to the modern historian?
18. “On seeing certain wealthy foreigners in Rome carrying puppies and young monkeys
about in their laps and doting on them, Caesar asked, we are told, if the women in their
societies did not bear children” (PLUTARCH, Pericles 1). How similar were Roman attitudes
to children and to domestic animals?

19. What role did military intelligence play in ancient warfare?

20. Is there a philosophical dimension to Cicero’s oratory?
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21. Did the early Christian thinkers of the second and third centuries see themselves as
the practitioners of philosophy?

22. To what extent was the style of non-elite Roman portraiture derivative of the
portraiture of the imperial family?

23. Is Early Latin a useful linguistic category?
24. What can Latin linguists do for literary scholars and vice versa?
25. What does the architectural structure of the Roman theatre tell us about its audience?

26. Has the nature of preservation consequent on the AD 79 eruption of Vesuvius
distorted our understanding of Roman life in the early imperial period?

27. What is the difference between walking on a Roman mosaic and looking at it vertically
on a wall, page, or screen?

28. Was frugalitas a quintessential Roman virtue?
29. How were ancient libraries organised?

30. ‘The Roman institution of the census was a mechanism of inclusion rather than
exclusion.” Discuss.

31. What do we know about Roman cemeteries?
32. Was the pagan revival of the 4" century CE destined to fail from the beginning?
33. What do Oscan and Umbrian teach us about Latin that we otherwise would not know?

34. Dio Cassius wrote that to translate the term auctoritas into Greek is an impossible
challenge. Was he right?

35. Was there mass production in the republican period?
36. How would a Carthaginian have framed an account of the Punic Wars?
37. Why did Rome have child emperors?

38. How has marine archaeology advanced our knowledge of Roman ports?
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