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POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 
 
WHAT IS MEANT BY ‘AWARDED THEIR DOCTORATES’ IN THE FURTHER 
PARTICULARS? 
Doctoral award should be taken as the date of the successful defence of your doctoral 
dissertation at a viva voce examination or where there is no viva, the date of award on the 
degree certificate. 
 
I HAVE SUBMITTED MY APPLICATION BUT MY REFEREES HAVE NOT YET 
RECEIVED AN EMAIL FROM THE COLLEGE. 
Ask your referees to check their Junk email box to see if the email is there. If not, please 
contact online.apps@all-souls.ox.ac.uk 
 
CAN I INCLUDE MORE THAN TWO REFERENCES WITH MY APPLICATION? 
No.  To be fair to all candidates, the College can only accept two references per application. 
 
CAN I SUBMIT MY APPLICATION VIA EMAIL OR POST?  
No, applications must be submitted online.  
 
HOW CAN I VERIFY THAT ALL MY REFERENCES HAVE BEEN RECEIVED? 
You will be able to log in to your application once submitted in order to check whether 
your references have been received. 
 
CAN I CHANGE THE NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS FOR ONE OF MY 
REFEREES? 
If required, you may be able to change referee details (e.g. change referee or contact detail) 
by logging into your account until the time the references have been received or the closing 
date for the receipt of references,  4pm (UK time), Friday, 14 September 2018.  
 
CAN MY REFEREES SUBMIT A REFERENCE BEFORE I HAVE SUBMITTED MY 
APPLICATION? 
 No. In addition to uploading their reference in support of your application, your referees 
will be asked to verify that you meet the eligibility criteria set out in the Further Particulars. 
Therefore your referees will not be able to submit their reference before you have 
submitted your application. (Please also remember to send your referees a copy of your 
proposed plan of research.) 
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ONE OF MY REFEREES HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO SUBMIT THEIR REFERENCE 
BEFORE THE DEADLINE. WILL LATE REFERENCES BE ACCEPTED? 
Late references will be accepted until Friday, 21 September, 4.00pm (UK time), but the 
College cannot guarantee that they will be taken into consideration by assessors. 
 
CAN I CHANGE OTHER DETAILS ON MY ORIGINAL APPLICATION? 
No, not unless you are included on the initial shortlist.  If included on the initial or final 
shortlist for this competition, you will be asked to supply a further sample of your work 
and will be given an opportunity to provide updating information, e.g. details of new 
publications or positions.    
 
AM I ELIGIBLE TO APPLY IF I HAVE ALREADY HELD OR CURRENTLY HOLD A 
JUNIOR RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP OR POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH 
FELLOWSHIP? 
Yes, as long as you meet the eligibility criteria set out in the Further Particulars. 
 
 
CAN I APPLY IF I AM NOT A UK OR EU CITIZEN? 
The College welcomes applicants of any nationality as long as they meet the eligibility 
criteria set out in the Further Particulars. All appointments are subject to proof of Right to 
Work in the UK.  If a successful applicant required a visa, they would normally be 
expected to apply for a Tier 1 (exceptional talent) visa seeking endorsement from a relevant 
competent body, normally the British Academy or Royal Society, https://www.gov.uk/tier-
1-exceptional-talent/eligibility.  The Warden of the College would write in support and 
assist in arranging a letter of support from an appropriately qualified UK based FBA or FRS 
with expertise in the relevant subject area.   
 
WHAT DOES THE ‘THESIS ABSTRACT’ REFER TO? 
The ‘thesis abstract’ refers to the abstract of your recently or almost completed doctoral 
thesis. 
 
DOES THE WORD COUNT FOR THE ‘STATEMENT OF PROPOSED WORK’ 
INCLUDE FOOTNOTES AND A BIBLIOGRAPHY? 
Yes, footnotes and bibliography are included in the word count. 
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO IF MY DOCTORAL THESIS IS NOT WRITTEN IN ENGLISH? 
'The 10,000 word sample of written work to be submitted as part of your application 
should normally be in English.  Candidates who are shortlisted will be asked to submit an 
untranslated copy of their thesis, together with a substantial piece of work in English.' 
 
HOW INDEPENDENT DOES MY RESEARCH PROGRAMME HAVE TO BE?  

https://www.gov.uk/tier-1-exceptional-talent/eligibility
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Collaboration on past and future projects is acceptable.  However, if many of your papers 
are published with senior colleagues, the College would expect to see an explanation of 
your role in the conception of the work that is described.  
 
I ALREADY HOLD FELLOWSHIP FUNDING THAT COVERS MY SALARY FOR 
PART OF THE TERM OF THIS SCHEME? CAN I APPLY AND ASK TO HOLD AN ALL 
SOULS PDRF ON A NON-STIPENDIARY BASIS? 
All Souls PDRFs are stipendiary fellowships and cannot be held concurrently with other 
fellowship funding. They are not available on a non-stipendiary basis. 
 
CAN I HOLD THE POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP AND WORK ON 
SOMEONE ELSE’S PROJECT? 
The primary duty of a PDRF is to pursue in Oxford an independent programme of 
advanced study and research for publication. A research project that consists of work 
submitted and funded for a senior Principal Investigator grant is unlikely to be sufficiently 
independent for an ASC Fellowship, nor is the ASC fellowship intended as salary funding 
for a postdoctoral role in a senior person's project.             
 
WHAT IS AN 'UNSIGNED AND UNENCRYPTED' PDF?  
A When making a PDF file, there is an optional facility to protect the PDF so that it requires 
a password to open it. The online application system cannot read such files so candidates 
are asked to ensure that the files they upload have been saved simply as PDF, not using the 
protection facility.  Some PDFs may be generated with a digital signature (which also uses 
encryption technology). Candidates should thus avoid 'digitally signing' the PDF (N.B. a 
digital signature is different from a image of a written signature, which is quite acceptable 
in the document).  
 
 
 
 
FAQS FOR LITERATURE IN ENGLISH 
 
WHAT IS MEANT BY 'LITERATURE IN ENGLISH'?  
If your research is conducted under the aegis of a department of English (language or 
literature) you should assume that you are eligible. 
  
I WORK ON AMERICAN/AFRICAN/CARIBBEAN/POST-COLONIAL/AUSTRALIAN/OLD 
ENGLISH LITERATURE. CAN I APPLY? 
Yes. Literature in English encompasses any literature written in any form of English, 
irrespective of where it was written. Old English is included.    
 
I  WORK ON FILM/THEATRE/MEDIA STUDIES/LITERARY THEORY.  CAN I APPLY?  
Yes. Apply for either Literature in English or Classics or Modern Languages, depending on 
the principal focus of your work. 
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I WORK ON COMPARATIVE LITERATURE. CAN I APPLY?     
Yes. Apply for either Literature in English or Classics or Modern Languages, depending on 
the principal focus of your work.  
 
I WORK ON OLD ENGLISH PHILOLOGY. CAN I APPLY? 
Yes. Apply for Literature in English. 
 
 
FAQs FOR MODERN LANGUAGES 
 

WHAT IS MEANT BY ‘MODERN LANGUAGES’? 
Although Modern Languages is quite properly understood in some other contexts as 
embracing non-European as well as European languages, for the purposes of this 
competition it is understood more restrictively as embracing research on the languages, 
literatures, and cultures of those regions, countries and communities where Celtic, 
Germanic, Romance, Slavonic languages or other languages of Europe and Latin America 
are used, or were used in the past. It is expected that the work will be substantially based on 
primary sources in the language(s). Research on linguistics of the kind that is often carried 
out within Modern Languages departments in relation to one or more specific languages (as 
defined above) is also included. 
 
DO I NEED TO HAVE A RESEARCH DEGREE IN MODERN LANGUAGES (AS DEFINED 
ABOVE)? 
Yes, that would be the normal expectation.  
 
MY RESEARCH IS ON RUSSIAN AND UKRAINIAN CINEMA. DOES IT COME UNDER 
‘MODERN LANGUAGES’? 
Yes, ‘Modern Languages’ are understood as including Slavic languages.  
 
MY RESEARCH IS ON FRANCOPHONE CARIBBEAN LITERATURE. DOES IT COME UNDER 
‘MODERN LANGUAGES’? 
Yes. 
 
MY RESEARCH IS ON MEDIEVAL ITALIAN LITERATURE. DOES IT COME UNDER 
‘MODERN LANGUAGES’? 
Yes. ‘Modern Languages’ are understood as embracing relevant medieval vernaculars.  
 
 


